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Consideration by ERD on 23 June 2015

1. On 23 June 2015, ERD considered the paper Reallocation of the 150 Refugee Quota places
fwﬁg&1 6{ERD (15) 14]. That paper recommended Option One of the two options
- congitlered:

(@ o Option One: reallocate all 150 places to the Asia-Pacific region, or

o Option Two: reallocate 100 places to resettle Synan refugees from the Syrian crisis and
% reallocate the remaining 50 places to the Asia-Pacific region.

@D did not agree to Option One and instead invited the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the
zter of Immigration to report back in July 2015 with a new paper seeking agreement to

location of the 150 transferee places, including details on the operational implications

_of cond option.

Further detaQﬁoyided regarding Option Two
N
3.  Asdirected on @9;2015, the attached draft Cabinet paper recommends Option One:

reallocate all 150 places to resettle refugees from the Asia-Pacific region.

4.  The paper responds t 's request to provide further details on Option Two by explaining
both the processes put i é by UNHCR and a core group.of settlement countries which
includes New Zealand, and\ ken separately by New Zealand working with its Five
Country Conference (FCC) pa o address security concerns relating to Syrian
refugees. It also provides further tion on the processes used by UNHCR to select
refugees for resettiement under the 2e Quota, in line with priority protection needs.

New selection criteria
5.

Under New Zealand's current Refugee Ouata nolicy. th #UNHCR refers refugees on the
hasis of their nriol Drotection needas.

If Cabinet decided to use any of the 150 places for altefhatve torms or
admission, there is a risk that this would be seen as a reduction of &6 7 ealand's Refugee

Quota.

Timing issues this financial year

8.

9.  ltis still possible to implement Option Two this financial year using current policy. This is
because UNHCR has already identified Syrian protection cases that could be referred.
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