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Cabinet Economic
Development Committee

Minute of Decision

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Parental Leave and Employment Protection Regulations 2016:
Proposed Amendments to Enable Online Applications for Parental
Leave

Portfolio Workplace Relations and Safety

On 1 July 2020, the Cabinet Economic Development Committee:

1

noted that the Parental Leave and Employment Protection Regulations 2016 (the
Regulations) need to be amended in order to enable online applications for parental leave;

agreed to amend the Regulations to:

2.1 remove requirements for information to be provided in writing or through a specific
form;

2.2 remove the requirement to verify information, such as by making a statutory
declaration, where the information is already held by Inland Revenue;

2.3 remove the need to seek third party verification (for instance, by providing a
statement by the employer) where the information is already held by Inland
Revenue;

2.4 remove out-of-date references, for instance to parental tax credits;

invited the Minister for Workplace Relations and Safety to issue drafting instructions to the
Parliamentary Counsel Office to give effect to paragraph 2 above through an Order in
Council;

authorised the Minister for Workplace Relations and Safety to make decisions, consistent
with the above proposals, on any issues which arise during the drafting process;

noted that these changes to the Regulations will be announced in the period leading up to
applications being able to be made online (online applications are expected to become
possible in early 2021).

Janine Harvey
Committee Secretary

Present: (see over)
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Present: Officials present from:

Rt Hon Winston Peters Office of the Prime Minister
Hon Kelvin Davis Officials Committee for DEV
Hon Grant Robertson (Chair)
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Hon Stuart Nash
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