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This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Telecommunications Operators (Commerce Commission Costs) Levy
Amendment Regulations 2022

Portfolio Digital Economy and Communications

On 19 May 2022, the Cabinet Legislation Committee:

1

noted that on 7 April 2021, the Cabinet Economic Development Committee agreed to carry
forward the existing structure of the sub-levies under the Telecommunications Regulatory
Levy, to ensure that only those liable telecommunications operators who are subject to
regulation relating to the new fibre broadband services regime bear the costs of
administering the regime from financial year 2022/23 [DEV-21-MIN-0071];

noted that the amendments are necessary to maintain status quo and make it clear that only
the four local fibre companies subject to information disclosure and price-quality regulation
should pay the levy towards the Commerce Commission’s costs for those functions from
financial year 2022/23 and outyears;

noted that the Telecommunications Operators (Commerce Commission Costs) Levy
Amendment Regulations 2022 will give effect to the decision referred to in paragraph 1
above;

noted that to ensure consistency the Telecommunications (Regulated Fibre Service
Providers) Regulations 2019 will need to be amended to reflect the name change of
UltraFast Fibre Limited to Tuatahi First Fibre Limited and the amalgamation of Northpower
LFC2 Limited into Northpower Fibre Limited;

agreed to amend the Telecommunications (Regulated Fibre Service Providers) Regulations
2019 to reflect the name changes referred to in paragraph 4 above;

noted that the Telecommunications (Regulated Fibre Service Providers) Amendment
Regulation 2022 will give effect to the decision referred to in paragraph 5 above;

noted that the Telecommunications Act 2001 (the Act) requires the Minister for the Digital
Economy and Communications to consult with those persons and organisations that the
Minister considers appropriate, having regard to the subject matter of the proposed
regulations;

noted that the above requirement was met through consultation on the Commerce
Commission’s discussion paper on the future funding of the Commission’s regulatory
responsibilities under the Act before policy decisions were sought from Cabinet in 2021;
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noted that the Telecommunications (Regulated Fibre Service Providers) Amendment
Regulations 2022 meets the minor and technical threshold to not require consultation;

noted that the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment has consulted with the
Commerce Commission on the Telecommunications Operators (Commerce Commission
Costs) Levy Amendment Regulations 2022;

authorised the submission to the Executive Council of the Telecommunications Operators
(Commerce Commission Costs) Levy Amendment Regulations 2022 [PCO 24612/6.0];

authorised the submission to the Executive Council of the Telecommunications (Regulated
Fibre Service Providers) Amendment Regulations 2022 [PCO 24755/4.0];

noted that the Telecommunications Operators (Commerce Commission Costs) Levy
Amendment Regulations 2022 will come into force on 1 July 2022;

noted that the Telecommunications (Regulated Fibre Service Providers) Amendment
Regulations 2022 will come into force on 1 July 2022.

Rebecca Davies

Committee Secretary
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