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We have been working on developing 
advice around the marae  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Minister Jones has received an OIA 
request that captures one of MBIE’s 
earlier marae connectivity briefings 
in-scope. We have recommended 
Minister Jones consults you on the 
paper’s release (the majority is 
recommended to be withheld). An 
update on this is provided further 
below in this report – Section 8: 
Other OIAs consulted on. 

RBI2/MBSF Expansion 
Policy ($105 million)  

(Infrastructure Portfolio) 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for bids closed on 21 May 
and CIP has received: 

   

  

   

Once duplicates due to overlapping bids 
and non-eligible end users are removed 
CIP will advise the actual number of 
discrete eligible end users that could be 
covered. 

CIP and MBIE will prepare a report on the 
outcomes of what has been received 
together with recommended options for 
consideration by the Government in June. 

The CIP Board met on Wednesday 
6 June and a report on the $105 
million extension was provided to 
them by CIP to update them on the 
outcome of the bid process so far. 

On June 19 you will meet with 
Minister Jones and officials for 
further discussion on the 
RBI2/MBSF expansion and marae. 
A briefing will be sent to you prior to 
this meeting. CIP will not begin 
commercial negotiations until 
decisions have been made by 
Ministers.  

Responding to Community Concerns (Communications and Digital Media Portfolio) 

Tararua: Seeking 
improved broadband 
and greater mobile 
coverage   

You met with Connect Tararua, Ron Mark 
MP and the Mayor of Tararua on 24 May 
to discuss progress on the project. 

 
  

On Monday 11 June, MBIE and CIP 
met with Connect Tararua and the 
Mayor of Tararua to discuss 
expected coverage by the RBI2 and 
MBSF programmes in Tararua. CIP 
will provide Connect Tararua with 
more detailed maps to show 
coverage in the district. 

CIP to arrange (via 
RCG) the installation of 
an interim small cells 
solution for along SH6 
between Fox Glacier 
and Makarora 

On track and announced publicly. 

A plan is being developed to utilise 
NZTA/DOC/rest/camp areas, and 
engineering designs for an off-grid power 
solution and satellite backhaul solution for 
3G sites has been developed. 

RCG is looking at power solutions 
including fuel cells, and will need to work 
with DOC to see what is acceptable to 
DOC on conservation land. 

 

The RCG is making good progress 
with site acquisition  

 
 

Further to this, additional sites on 
other stretches of SH6 are 
progressing: 
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CIP to conduct scoping 
study on long term 
mobile coverage 
solutions for SH6, 
considering alternative 
backhaul, power, and 
site options 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

5. Sector News/Other issues you should know about this 
week 

5.1.  TechLeaders release digital principles 

TechLeaders a group of technology leaders from across New Zealand businesses (formed under the 
umbrella of NZTech) have released a set of digital principles, that they say will help support New 
Zealand’s transition to a more digitally competitive nation. The principles are outlined below.  

The next step for the group is the release of “how to guides” for each of the high level principles 
presented below. 

More about the project can be found here - https://bit.ly/2Jxj34l\ 
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